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1 . This action is responsive to Applicants' IDS received 24 November 2009. 

2. This action has been assigned paper number 2009 1 202 for reference purposes only. 

3. Claims 1-16, 18, 19, 33, and 34 were previously allowed. 



4. The information disclosure statement ("IDS") filed 24 November 2009 fails to comply 
with 37 C.F.R. § 1.97(d) because it lacks a statement as specified in 37 CFR 1.97(e). It has been 
placed in the application file, but the information referred to therein has not been considered. 

5. Under 37 C.F.R. § 1 .97 (e), Applicants are required to state either: 

(1) That each item of information contained in the information disclosure 
statement was first cited in any communication from a foreign patent office in 
a counterpart foreign application not more than three months prior to the filing 
of the information disclosure statement; or 

(2) That no item of information contained in the information disclosure 
statement was cited in a communication from a foreign patent office in a 
counterpart foreign application, and, to the knowledge of the person signing 
the certification after making reasonable inquiry, no item of information 
contained in the information disclosure statement was known to any individual 
designated in § 1.56(c) more than three months prior to the filing of the 
information disclosure statement. [Emphasis added.] 

6. Applicants' statement of "[e]ach item of information in this statement was not first cited 
in any communication from a foreign patent office in a counterpart application which was more 
than three months prior to the filing date of this statement" fails to meet either of the statements 
under 37 C.F.R. § 1.97 (e). In Applicants' statement, it appears that Applicants have reworded 
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the two sections and blended the two together. Because Applicants' statement fails to meet either 
statement, the IDS can not be considered. 



7. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to JOSHUA MURDOUGH whose telephone number is (571)270- 
3270. The Examiner can normally be reached on Monday - Thursday, 7:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m. 

8. If attempts to reach the Examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the Examiner's 
supervisor, Andrew Fischer can be reached on (57 1 ) 272-6779. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

9. Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would 
like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated 
information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

Joshua Murdough 
Examiner, Art Unit 3621 
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Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art Unit 3621 



